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Jul 25 2013

Senate Should Follow House and Pass a Permanent
Delay of Obamacare

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell

made the following remarks on the Senate floor regarding the President’s

latest pivot to the economy, and the need for the Senate to pass a permanent

delay of Obamcare:

“Like the President, I appreciate a good literary reference every now and

then. Placed in the proper context, a citation from some great writer or thinker

can sum up a vision and inspire folks.

“When Douglas MacArthur bade farewell to West Point, he echoed an ancient

thinker’s ominous warning that ‘only the dead have seen the end of war.’ And

the biblical references in JFK’s famous inaugural represent another classic

use of the well-placed quote. But I think a lot of people are still scratching

their heads about President Obama’s promise yesterday to bring Americans

an ‘ocean of tomorrows.’ Frankly, I don’t even think the Carl Sandburg fans

out there would get it.

“And I really wonder: does he? Because the President himself said his speech

probably wouldn’t change any minds.

“Even the advisors who endlessly hyped this thing more or less conceded

there wouldn’t be any ‘there’ there – no groundbreaking proposals, no tack to

the center, no promise to finally start working collaboratively with Congress.

Well, they were right. So, really, what was the point?
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“Look: this President’s a good campaigner. We all recognize that. He’s got a

way with words too. But, at some point, campaign season has to end – and

the working-with-others season has to begin. At some point, you have to stop

promising an ‘ocean of tomorrows’ and start actually working with the

representatives of the people.

“Because let’s be clear: Americans aren’t worried about how many tomorrows

there are to come, they’re worried about what those tomorrows will bring. The

bills in tomorrow’s mail. The cuts in tomorrow’s paycheck. The affordability of

tomorrow’s health costs. These are things that can’t be addressed with

reheated speeches or clever quotes. They require actually working with

people – including those you might not always agree with.

“For instance, going around telling people Obamacare’s ‘working the way it’s

supposed to,’ or that it’s ‘fabulous’ or ‘wonderful,’ as several of our Democrat

friends have done – well, that doesn’t change reality. It’s just words.

“It doesn’t change the fact that recent surveys show only 13 percent of

Americans now believe the law will help them. Or that about half believe it will

make things worse for the middle class. Or that actuaries are now predicting

cost increases of 30 percent or more in my home state of Kentucky. 

“Now, I know the President likes to point to the few places, as he did

yesterday, where premiums might drop under Obamacare. But he’s basically

silent on the places where it’s been announced that premiums will go up

under Obamacare. And he won’t say a word about all the people who have

lost their jobs or have seen their pay cut.

“For instance, The Washington Post recently profiled a part-time college

professor from Virginia who, like too many in his situation, will see his hours

slashed as a result of this law. As the Post put it: ‘For [this man], the

president’s health-care law could have meant better health insurance.

Instead, it produced a pay cut.’ And, many would agree, not for the better.

Especially for the growing number of Americans forced into part-time work

with fewer hours and smaller paychecks as a result. As one part-time waitress

interviewed in another paper said: ‘I can’t believe I voted for this. This is not

the change I wanted, and it feels like there’s no hope.’

“So, if the President is ready to ‘pivot’ from campaign mode to governing

mode, he can start by dropping the misleading claims and admitting what

pretty much everyone knows: that a lot of Americans are going to feel pain

once this ocean-full of tomorrows finally crashes ashore. Americans are

worried. I don’t blame them.

“Just last week, as I often do, I met with employers from around Kentucky who

expressed continued concerns about the impact this law will have on their
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operations. They want the Democrats who run the Senate to follow the

House’s lead in delaying Obamacare for everyone – both businesses and

individuals. They know it just makes sense to do so. And I know they want the

President to sign the bill when it passes.

“I agree – he should. It would be a great first step toward implementing the

permanent delay our country needs – a delay that would give Republicans

and Democrats the chance to start over and work together this time on

bipartisan, step-by-step health reforms that could actually lower costs.

“But we can’t get there until the President changes his mindset. Until he puts

the poetry down for moment, flips the campaign switch off and the governing

switch on. And when he does, I think he’ll be surprised to find just how many

Republicans want to do exactly what we’ve said all along – to work with him on

solutions to get our economy moving, our jobs growing, and our health care

more affordable.

“We’re waiting. Americans are waiting. I hope he’ll finally be ready soon.”

Jul 24 2013

McConnell on Senate Passage of a Bipartisan
Student Loan Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell

made the following statement after the Senate passed a bipartisan student

loan reform bill: 

“Passage of the bipartisan student loan reform bill shows that when Senate

Democrats check their partisan, take-it-or-leave-it approach at the door, the

Senate can pass important legislation that in this case helps all students. This

is an issue that should’ve been a bipartisan slam dunk as proposals put

forward by both the President and Congressional Republicans were strikingly

similar. Unfortunately, many Senate Democrats were more intent on

prioritizing politics over helping students and the President didn’t fully engage

on this issue until after the deadline had passed. This bipartisan bill is what

should’ve been agreed to weeks ago – a permanent reform, not a temporary

fix. This important reform takes the decisions on interest rates out of the

hands of politicians and protects both the taxpayer and students.”

Jul 24 2013

Remembering Officer Chestnut and Detective
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Remembering Officer Chestnut and Detective
Gibson

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell

made the following statement on the Senate floor in remembrance of Officer

Jacob Joseph Chestnut and Detective John Michael Gibson, who lost their

lives while protecting the U.S. Capitol 15 years ago:

“This morning, I would like to start by remembering the sacrifice of two 18-

year veterans of the Capitol Police: Detective John Gibson and Officer Jacob

Chestnut. On this day in 1998, Gibson and Chestnut paid the ultimate price

while standing in defense of the United States Capitol. We know these men

fell defending more than just a structure, though – we know they fell

defending more than just the Members sent here, or even the staffs that help

each of us better serve constituents and country. No, these men died while

protecting everything this building represents: our democratic way of life, the

freedom granted to each of us by a creator we often thank, but never see.

“We honor these men for their lives. And we honor them for the final act of

heroism that ended them.

“That’s why a plaque inside the Capitol commemorates their sacrifice. That’s

why the Capitol Police Headquarters bears both of their names. That, I know,

is of little solace to the wives, and children, and friends left behind. But it’s a

small way of saying ‘We Remember’ when the scale of the debt owed can

never truly be repaid in full.

“So today the United States Senate honors John Gibson and J.J. Chestnut for

their sacrifice. And the Senate sends its condolences, and its gratitude, to

those who loved them most.”
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Washington Office

317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Phone: (202) 224-2541

Fax: (202) 224-2499

Paducah Office

Professional Arts Building

2320 Broadway, Suite 100

Paducah, KY 42001

Phone: (270) 442-4554

Bowling Green Office

Federal Building

241 E. Main Street, Rm. 102
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Bowling Green, KY 42101

Phone: (270) 781-1673

London Office

300 S. Main Street

Suite 310

London, KY 40741

Phone: (606) 864-2026

Lexington Office

771 Corporate Drive

Suite 108

Lexington, KY 40503

Phone: (859) 224-8286

Louisville Office

601 W. Broadway

Room 630

Louisville, KY 40202
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Phone: (502) 582-6304

Fort Wright Office

1885 Dixie Highway

Suite 345

Fort Wright, KY 41011

Phone: (859) 578-0188

D.C. Office Info Email Me

Youtube

Facebook

Twitter

RSS Feed

Home | About | Services | Issues | News | Kentucky | Leadership | Contact | Privacy Policy

http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=News#DCRegion
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=contact
http://www.youtube.com/RepublicanLeader
http://www.facebook.com/mitchmcconnell
http://twitter.com/#!/McConnellPress
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/?a=RSS.Feed
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Home
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=About
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Services
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Issues
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=News
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Kentucky
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Leadership
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Contact
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PrivacyPolicy

