
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
March 25, 2020 
 
Senate Pandemic Approps Bill Has $325M for Broadband 
 
The compromise version of a third pandemic relief bill unveiled by the bipartisan leadership of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee today would provide $325 million in Rural Development and 
Connected Care pilot program funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture to distribute — far less 
than the nearly $4 billion include in a bill unveiled by House Democrats this week (TR Daily, March 24). 
 
Specifically, the bill includes $25 million for the USDA’s Rural Development program to support distance 
learning and telemedicine (DLT) programs in rural areas of America, as well as another $100 million for 
the ReConnect program, which provides loans and grants for broadband rollouts in rural areas. 
 
The bill would also provide $200 million to fund the FCC’s Connected Care pilot program, which is still a 
proposal before the FCC, although appropriators envision the program helping aiding the coronavirus. 
 
The bill also includes authorization for the Veterans Administration to “expand mental health services 
delivered via telehealth and enter into short-term agreements with telecommunication companies to 
provide veterans with temporary broadband services,” according to the Republican summary. 
 
The full text of the bill was not available this afternoon. 
 
Free Press Action Vice President–policy and general counsel Matt Wood issued a statement for the 
relative lack of broadband support in the bill. 
 
“Members of Congress like to make speeches about the lack of broadband back home. But when given a 
chance to spend some money and improve internet access and affordability during this critical moment, 
they’ve failed spectacularly. This is a political farce, and a tragedy for tens of millions of people who are 
already disconnected during this time of crisis, to say nothing of the tens of millions more who could 
lose their income and, with it, their ability to pay for internet connections in the coming days,” he said. 
 
The bill has “very little that will help people get online and remain engaged and informed during this 
extraordinary time when most people have been sent home and told to stay connected,” he said. 
 
“Let’s be clear on the math: The Senate relief package spends less than 3 cents out of every 100 dollars 
on internet initiatives — at a time when people must rely on the internet for so many basic interactions, 
and when access to quality health information, schoolwork, and online jobs and job opportunities is so 
crucial,” Mr. Wood said. —Lynn Stanton, lynn.stanton@wolterksluwer.com 
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