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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT By ~ =
' FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA |

' ATLANTA DIVISION
'UNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA ) e
: ) Criminal No. = 1:13-¢x-506" - . " .
. ) Filed:

AMY JAMES, ) S
' : ) Violations:
. Defendant. ) 15US.C.§1 ‘
' : ) 18 U.S.C.§1349
' CRIMINAL INFORMATION

The United States of America, acting through its attornéys, charges:
1. AMY JAMES is hereby made a defendant on the charges stéted
below.

BACKGROUND

2. When Géorgia homeowners default.on their mortgages, the
mortgage holder, some of whom are financial institutions, can institute
foreclosure pfoceedings through a non-judicial pull)lic-real estafe 'forec.ldsu.re
auctio;l (“public auction”). These public auctions typically take place af theA
~county courthouse. At the auction; aﬁ auctioneer sells the property to tvheA
'bidder offering the highest purchase price. Proceéds from the sale are thén
used to pay off the mortgage and other debt attache.d to the broperty. Any

remaining proceeds are paid to the homeowner.



o "DEF'ENDANT 'ANij'C'o:-éO‘NsP’IRATbREs'i R
5. During the period covered by this Information, the defendant was
. eﬁgg'éed in thé business of buying real és'fate af p‘ublic éﬁctioils in‘the_ | v

Ndrthern District of Georgia and rehagiﬁtatiﬁg, sellihg, or rentmg tﬁé | ,
fo_r.eclosw‘:'ev prqperties_fgr an ecohoinic 1beneﬁt. | |

4. Véribﬁs entities and in’dividuals; not made deféﬁdants' in thlS
' Informatién, pérticibated aé cowonéiaiiators in the offenées charged herein -
aﬁd P erforméd acts and made statements in fulrtherance- thereof.

COUNT ONE - BID-RIGGING CONSPIRACY

(15U.8.C.§ 1)

5. Each and every allegation contained in Paragraphs 1-4 of this

Information is hereby realleged as if fully set forth in this Count.

DESCRIPTION OF THE OFFENSE
6. Beginning at least as early as December 6, 2005, and continuing
thereafter until at least January 23, 2009, the exact dates being unknown to
the United Stafes, the defendant AMY JAMES and (‘:o-conspi.rators‘evntered '
into and engaged in a combination‘aﬁd conspiracy to suppress and restrain
competition by rigging bids to obtain selected properties offered at public
auctions in DeKalb County in the Northern District of Georgia (“rigged

foreclosure properties”), in unreasonable restraint of interstate trade and

2



B :clzom.vm'érce, .ihv \lziio.la'i':“i:on of the Sﬁéfmaf; Act, Tltle 15, Umted Sté’fjes Code, ; :
osiont, ’ '
7. rThé éhargéa .comfbi‘iiation éﬁdv-con.sﬁii‘abcsfcOﬁs_isted',c:>'f a}' S
| éoﬁfinuihg agre.ement_,nun&'ersféhding,‘ and cdncgft of abtion _‘am(.)h;g' the
defendant and éq'_éoﬁspiratorg, to s_lippress comp etitioni)y agreéing té refrain
" frorﬁ or 's;top bidding égainst e;cil other to"purt.:hase rigge'd foreclosure -

properties at non-competitive prices.

MEANS AND 'METHODS OF THE CONSPIRACY E
8. For the purpbse of forming and carrying ouf thé chaiged
| éombiﬁation and conspiracy, the defendant and co-conspirators did those
things that they combined and conspired to do, including, among other
fhingsl
| Ca. agreeing not fpo compete against eaéh other to purchase
rigged foreclosure properties;
b. designating which co-conspirator would bid on the rigged
foreclosure properties and which co-conspirators would refréin from

bidding; and



- c r’eﬁ*ainiﬁg'froni OI"st-(‘)p'ping biddiﬁg' foif _rigged fb;ﬁédoéure
© properties. - -

© TRADE AND COMMERCE -~ - =

9. Durlng the period ',cbve,red ‘by tE_is 'Counﬁ;' thé’ busmess eictiv_if.:iés
of tl';e.»defendaptt _and her go-copspirétors that are the sﬁbject of this Count
Wére Withil’l the ﬂow»of.', and substantially affecfed, interstafe trade and R
c;omm_ercé._ Fofexampie, _ﬁnanéiai iﬁstitutions iocated in states other than
Géorgia received proceeds from the publib auctioné that were subject to the
bid-rigging cénspiracy.

- JURISDICTION AND VENUE

"~ 10." The coﬁbination and conspiracy charged in this Count was
. | carried out, in part, in the Northern District of Georgia, within the five years
preceding the filing of this Information. |

ALLIN VIOLATION OF TITLE 15, UNITED STATES CODE,

- SECTION 1.

COUNT TWO - 'CON.SPIRACY TO COMMIT MAIL FRAUD

(18 U.S.C. § 1349)
The United States further charges:
~11. Each and every“allegatio'n contained in Paragraphs 1-4 of this

Information is herebyf realleged as if fully set forth in this Count.



DES'CRIVPTION»OF 'TH'E' oFF'ENsE o |

12. - Beglnning at least as early as December 6 2005 and contlnuing o

. thereafter until at least J anuary 23, 2009 the exact dates being unknown to .

‘the Umted States, in DeKalb County in the Northern District of Georgia and -

| elseWhere the defendant AMY JAMES and co conspiratms d1d Wlllfully and
knowmgly combine, conspire, and agr_ee with each other to violate Title 18,
United States Code, Section 1l341, namely, to knonvingly devise and intend to
; devise end participate Ina soheme and artifice to defraud'ﬁnancial |
-institutions, homeowners, and others with a legal interest in rigged . -
fore'éIé‘snre properties, and to obtain money and property from firfancial
institutions, homeowners, and others with a legal interest in rigged
foreclosure properties by means of i:naterially false and fraudulent pretenses,
representations, Or promises.
13.  The objects of the conspiracy were, among other things, to .
- .fraudulently acquire fitle to rigged foreclosure properties at artificially
suppressed prices; to make payoffs to and receive payoffs froin co-
oonspirators; and.to divert money ewny from financial institutions,

 homeowners, or others with a legal interest in rigged foreclosure properties.



MEANS AND METHODS OF THE CONSPIRACY

- 14 F01 the purpose of founmg and carlymg out the charged
_ combmatlon and consplracy, the defendant and co-'consplretors did those ; B
'tijings that they combined and coiispifed tyo'do, including, amoo‘g othve'r"""
thingsi N
l' ‘a. . purchasing rigged foiecloslire properties 'at:.public auotions'
a'tzartiﬁcially suppressed pric‘es; |
b.  negotiating payoffs with one or more co-conspirators in -
Aexchalnge for the agreements not to compete at public euctions;
o c.. = conducting secret, second auctions, open only to members of ¥
the conspiracy, to bid for title to rigged foreolosure properties;
| d.  awarding rigged foreclosure properties to co-conspirators
who submitted the highest bids at the secret, second auctions; |
e. - in some cases, transferring title to rigged foreclosure
properties into the names of the co-conspirators who submitted the highest

bids at the secret, second auctions;



£ xdistributin.g ﬁvéyoff‘svto thzb--co'r:lépil:‘af-:ors that étﬁéf%i.sé"%ould; N
: '4"ha\'ré goﬁé t.d financial ‘institﬁtioﬁs, homeowhe'rs, aﬁ& .ot’herst with valeetgfal}‘ - ,A -
. intevresf.in-‘the rigged foréclqéure properﬁes, in'a'n ainou,nt b.ésed Q'n a
. predetérmiﬁed formula >,3>Lgre'ed‘ upon by the ménibers of the consplracym
thfouéh direct négotiations bei:jveen co-conspirators; - .

: g. | niaking and causing to be 'ﬁlade materiaﬂy false ‘an_dA o
misleading pr‘eter-lse's' .or repre,sentation_é to trustees and othefs involv'ed.in '
théj éﬁction and sale of the rigged foreclosure properties; and

h. causing artificially suppressed purchase prices to be
rep orted and paid to financial institutions and others with a legal interest in
rigged foreclosure properties.

15.  For the purpose of executing the scheme or artifice to defraud or
attempting to do so, the defendant and co-conspirators knowingly.used and -
caused to be ﬁsed the United States Postal Service and aﬁy private or
commercial interstate carrier, in violation of Title 18, United States Code,

Section 1349. For example, the defendant and co-conspirators did, among

other things, cause foreclosure deeds and other documents granting title to



L rigged foreclosure p’roperties’to be sent or delivered by the United States -
‘.- -Postal Service or private or cdmmercial intérs_téte carriers. Maﬂings} such as o
" these were knowin’gly x'::'a'usedlby the defendant and her co-conspirators and -

“ were foreseeable to the défehdant, and her co-conspirators in the brdinary -

course of business:

OVERT ACTS
:16.. : In furtherance of the conspjracjr aﬁd to effect the illégél objécts | N
'théreof‘, thé aefeﬁdant ahd co*consi)irators éommitted overt ac_fs in the |
Northern District of Georgia and elsewhere, including, but not limited to,

those aéts stated in Paragraphs 14 and 15 of this Count.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
17.  The combination, conspiracy, and agreemént charged in this
Count was formed, in part, and carried out, in part, in the Northern District
of Georgia, within the ‘ﬁve years prececﬁng the filing of this Info'rmation;
- ALL.IN VIOLATION OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE,

SECTION 1349.
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