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By WK Editorial Staff

Government agencies, federal courts temporarily close doors to public to curb virus spread.

To minimize the risk of community transmission of COVID-19 in the United States, the USPTO and the Copyright
Office on March 13 announced that they are temporarily closed to the public. The Patent Trial and Appeal Board
and Trademark Trial and Appeal Board will conduct hearings remotely by video or telephone. The Supreme
Court has not revised its arguments schedule, but hearings will be closed to the public. The U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit has adopted a modified April hearing schedule to permit written briefs in lieu of
hearings in some cases and allow telephonic arguments for non-local counsel.

USPTO. The USPTO has announced that examiner and examining attorney interviews, PTAB and TTB oral
hearings, and other similar in-person meetings with parties and stakeholders scheduled to take place at USPTO
offices on or after Friday, March 13, 2020 will be conducted remotely by video or telephone. Parties will receive
further instructions on how to participate by video or telephone in advance of the interview, hearing, or meeting.
The announcement provides a list of phone and email contacts for more information regarding patent examiner
and trademark examining attorney interviews, and PTAB and TTAB oral hearings.

Copyright Office. All Library of Congress buildings, including the U.S. Copyright Office will remain closed to the
public until Wednesday, April 1, 2020, at 8:30 a.m., according to a notice. The U.S. Copyright Office will accept
applications online at copyright.gov. More information about the Library of Congress’ response to the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic can be found here.

U.S. Supreme Court. The Court announced that it is closed to the public until further notice. However, the Court
will remain open for official business and case filing deadlines have not been extended.

Federal Circuit. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has revised its handling of arguments
scheduled for the April 2020 sitting. Some cases will be removed from the argument calendar and submitted
on the briefs. In cases remaining on the argument calendar, if counsel for either party is located outside the
National Capital area, the argument will be conducted by telephonic conference at the date and time previously
scheduled. In cases scheduled for argument where counsel for both parties are local, as of now, the court plans
to proceed with in-person argument as previously scheduled. Parties in all cases will be notified individually as to
how we plan to proceed in their case. The court will continue to provide updated information to litigants and the
public as the situation develops.

Other federal courts. The Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (AO) announced that it has organized a task
force, which includes representatives from the General Services Administrative, the U.S. Marshals Service,
Federal Occupational Health, and other federal partners as a single point of contact to share information and
guidance related to the coronavirus outbreak as it relates to the Judiciary. The AO is providing courts, probation
and pretrial offices, and defender services organizations with human resources, budget, and other guidance and
continual updates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

U.S. Capitol. The Sargent of Arms for the U.S. Capitol has announced that The Capitol, including the Visitor
Center, and House Office Buildings will only be open to Members, staff and official business visitors until 8:00
a.m. April 1, 2020.
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