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By Susan Engstrom

A federal jury in Maryland determined that Toys "R" Us, Inc. was not liable for injuries sustained by a child who
had crashed while riding a bicycle sold and assembled by one of the company’s retail stores. According to the
jury, the bike was not in a defective or unreasonably dangerous condition when the child’s grandmother brought
it home from the store (Callahan v. Toys "R" Us – Delaware Inc., January 20, 2017).

The complaint alleged that the child had been riding the bike down a hill when the rear brakes failed. In an
attempt to decelerate, the child used the bicycle’s front brake, which caused the bike to flip forward, throwing the
child into the handlebars and onto the pavement. As a result, she sustained injuries to her teeth, which required
extensive treatment.

The child’s grandmother brought claims against Toys "R" Us and the bike’s manufacturer, Pacific Cycle Inc.,
alleging that the bicycle was placed into the stream of commerce and sold by the defendants in a defective
condition, as the rear brake contained a manufacturing and/or assembly defect that rendered it nonfunctional.
She also alleged that the bike was unreasonably dangerous because the nonfunctional rear brake created a risk
of danger to riders. According to the grandmother, the child’s injuries had occurred as a result of a defect in the
manufacturing of the bike.

Jury verdict. The jury was asked whether a preponderance of the evidence showed that the bicycle was in a
defective and unreasonably dangerous condition at the time the grandmother took it home from the Toys "R" Us
store. The jury answered "No."

The case is No. 15-2815-JMC.

Attorneys: Francis J. Collins (Kahn, Smith & Collins, PA) for Virginia Callahan. Jeffrey David Skinner (Schiff
Hardin LLP) for Toys ''R'' Us Delaware, Inc. and Pacific Cycle Inc.

Companies: Toys ''R'' Us Delaware, Inc.; Pacific Cycle Inc.
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