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Ill.: Jury awards $3 million to widow of Paxil patient who committed
suicide, (Apr. 26, 2017)
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By John W. Scanlan, J.D.

The widow of a man who committed suicide after taking the anti-depressant Paxil was awarded $3 million
in wrongful death and survival damages from GlaxoSmithKline LLC by a federal jury in Illinois (Dolin v.
GlaxoSmithKline April 20, 2017, Hart, W.).

The decedent was a 57-year-old attorney and partner in a Chicago law firm. In 2010, his physician prescribed
Paxil to treat his anxiety and depression. According to the complaint, the medication instead exacerbated his
conditions, and six days after he began taking it he committed suicide. The widow brought on her own behalf
and on behalf of the estate negligence claims against the manufacturer, alleging that Paxil’s 2010 label did not
adequately warn of the risk of adult suicide, and asked for damages under the Illinois Wrongful Death Act as well
as damages for the decedent’s conscious pain and suffering under the state’s Survival Act and common law.

The manufacturer filed two motions for summary judgment, arguing that the state law claims were preempted by
federal law and that there was insufficient evidence to support the failure to warn claims. The court rejected both
motions: first, the manufacturer had not met its burden of showing that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
would not have approved an enhanced warning; and second, the testimony of the patient’s physician regarding
his lack of knowledge of the increased risk of adult suicidal behavior associated with Paxil, his statement that
he would not have prescribed it if he had known of the risk, and his opinion that the label was inadequate
constituted sufficient evidence to defeat summary judgment [see Products Liability Law Daily’s February 12,
2016 analysis]. After a trial, the case was submitted to a jury.

Verdict. Finding in favor of the widow, the jury awarded $2 million in wrongful death damages and $1 million for
the husband’s survival damages.

The case is No. 12 C 6403.

Attorneys: Bijan Esfandiari (Baum Hedlund Aristei & Goldman, PC) for Wendy Dolin. Alan Scott Gilbert (Dentons
US LLP) and Chilton Davis Varner (King & Spalding) for GlaxoSmithKline, LLC f/k/a SmithKline Beecham Corp.
d/b/a GlaxoSmithKline.
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