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RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT—CPSC warns consumers to stop using
hoverboard responsible for deadly house fire, (May 2, 2017)
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By Colleen Kave, J.D.

Based on an investigation into a March 10, 2017 house fire in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, that killed two children
and left another hospitalized, the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has evidence that a LayZ
Board self-balancing scooter (also known as a hoverboard) was the product involved in the tragedy. According to
a press release, the agency is urging consumers to stop charging and stop using their LayZ Board hoverboards
immediately, and to share the warning with family and friends so that no one else sustains an injury.

The LayZ Board is a two-wheeled, battery-powered, self-balancing scooter that has a pivoting platform intended
for the rider’s feet and does not have a handlebar. The name LayZ Board appears on the front of the product.
These hoverboards were manufactured in Shenzhen, China, and more than 3,000 units were imported into the
United States. Consumers who own a LayZ Board and choose to dispose of their hoverboard should take it to a
local recycling center for safe handling of the lithium-ion battery.

CPSC has been conducting a product-wide investigation into hoverboards since the fall of 2015, and eleven
different companies have recalled more than 500,000 hoverboards in the recent past. (See CPSC Recall
Notices, No. 17-051, December 13, 2016; and Nos. 16-208, 16-209, 16-210, 16-212, 16-213, 16-214, 16-215,
16-216, 16-217, and 16-218, July 6, 2016). The agency urges consumers who own a hoverboard to check and
see if it has been recalled and, if so, contact the manufacturer for a replacement battery or a refund.

In a statement, CPSC Acting Chairman Ann Marie Buerkle thanked the Harrisburg Fire Department and the
victims’ families for their cooperation throughout the investigation, and she underscored the gravity of the fire risk
associated with hoverboards, asserting, "…it’s just not worth the risk to your safety and the safety of your family."
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