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The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has issued a direct final rule revising its standard for toddler
beds to incorporate by reference the most recent version of the applicable ASTM standard, in accordance with
the process for updating standards in section 104(b) of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008
(CPSIA). The effective date of the rule is June 6, 2017, unless significant adverse comments are received by
March 24, 2017 (CPSC Final Rule, 82 FR 11317, February 22, 2017).

The CPSIA directed CPSC to promulgate consumer product safety standards for durable infant or toddler
products, such as toddler beds. The law required the standards to be ‘‘substantially the same as’’ applicable
voluntary standards or more stringent than the voluntary standards if the Commission concluded that more
stringent requirements were necessary to further reduce the risk of injury associated with the product. Section
104(b)(4)(B) of the CPSIA also sets forth a process whereby CPSC can update its durable infant or toddler
standards when a voluntary standard group changes a voluntary standard on which the CPSC standard was
based. In accordance with that section, in April 2011, CPSC published a safety standard that incorporated by
reference ASTM F1821–09, Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Toddler Beds, along with several
modifications, as a mandatory consumer product safety standard. (76 FR 22019 (April 20, 2011)); correction
notice 1 (76 FR 27882 (May 13, 2011)).

In April 2015, ASTM officially notified the CPSC that ASTM had revised ASTM’s toddler bed standard and had
published a revised 2015 version of ASTM F1821. Due to an inadvertent omission in the revised standard, the
Commission voted unanimously (5–0) to retain the existing consumer product safety standard. In December
2016, ASTM notified the CPSC of ASTM’s approval and publication of ASTM F1821–16 in a standard approved
in October 2016, ASTM F1821–16, Standard Consumer Safety Performance Specification for Toddler Beds that
corrects the previous omission.

ASTM F1821-15 and F1821-16 revisions contain several differences from the previous standard, including:

• Section 5.10—Corner Post Extensions was modified to allow an exception to the requirement for
corner posts so that canopy post extensions 57 inches or greater are allowed on toddler beds. General
requirements were added so that new protrusion/entanglement hazards are not created as a result of
this exception. CPSC considers this a neutral change to the standard.

• Section 6.5—End Structures was modified to address potential entrapment hazards between the
side rails and mattress support system. Because guard rails are optional on toddler beds, the ASTM
subcommittee recognized the need to address the entrapment hazard with side rails and guardrails,
not just the head and foot "end" structures. The Commission considers this a safety improvement to the
standard.

• Section 7.5—This section now includes test requirements for the side rails, which were missing from
ASTM F1821–15. The Commission considers the addition of performance and test requirements for
potential entrapment in side rails to improve the safety of toddler beds.

Thus, CPSC is allowing the revised version, ASTM F1821–16, to become the new CPSC mandatory standard for
toddler beds.
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