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By John W. Scanlan, J.D.

The parents of actor Anton Yelchin, who died when he was pinned by his Jeep, have brought product liability and
wrongful death claims in California state court against FCA US, ZF North America, and a dealership, alleging that
his death was the result of defects in the Jeep and its gear selector (Yelchin v. FCA US LLC, August 2, 2016).

General allegations. According to the complaint, Anton Yelchin parked his 2015 Jeep Grand Cherokee at the
top of his driveway and walked to the bottom. However, the Jeep rolled downhill and crushed him, causing him to
be trapped for some time until he died.

The parents allege that 2014-2015 Grand Cherokees, along with certain other models of Chrysler and Dodge
vehicles, used a monostable electronic "E-shift" gear shift assembly that increased the potential for unintended
gear selection and rollaway due to an unintuitive design that also provided poor feedback. As a result of a lack
of sufficient rollaway prevention features and sufficient warning measures, along with defects such as a failure of
the START/STOP button to engage, drivers could exit their vehicles without knowing they were not in park.

The parents asserted that by August 2015, the automaker was aware of multiple crashes and many complaints
in other vehicle models but nevertheless chose to install the same gear selector in 2014 and 2015 Jeep Grand
Cherokees, affecting at least 800,000 vehicles. According to the complaint, by April 12, 2016, there had been
212 crashes, 308 complaints of property damage, and at least 41 injuries that potentially were related to this
issue.

Claims. The complaint alleged claims for negligent and strict liability manufacturing defect, design defect,
and failure to warn, along with breach of warranty. It asserted that any benefits from the design of the gear
selector and the vehicle were outweighed by the risk of harm posed by the design, and that safer alternative
designs were available. The vehicle and the gear selector in this particular Jeep were so poorly designed and
manufactured that they could not maintain their integrity under normal conditions, it stated. These dangers were
known to the defendants from multiple tests and investigations, but were unknown to Yelchin and the public and
would not be recognized by an ordinary user, and each of the defendants failed to provide adequate warnings of
these dangers.

Relief sought. The parents requested a jury trial, seeking punitive damages in addition to general and
consequential damages. They also asked for attorneys’ fees, costs, and prejudgment interest.

The case is No. BC629096.

Attorneys: Gary Dordick and Diana Diskin (Law Offices of Gary A. Dordick) for Victor Yelchin and Irina Yelchina.

Companies: FCA US LLC; ZF North America Inc.; Auto Co. XXIII Inc.

AllNews: IndustryNews ComplaintNewsStory DesignManufacturingNews WarningsNews DamagesNews
MotorVehiclesNews MotorEquipmentNews CaliforniaNews

http://prod.resource.cch.com/resource/scion/document/default/lld01b106246c7c811000b32e90b11c18c9020b?cfu=Legal&cpid=WKUS-Legal-Cheetah&uAppCtx=cheetah
http://prod.resource.cch.com/resource/scion/document/default/lld01b106246c7c811000b32e90b11c18c9020b?cfu=Legal&cpid=WKUS-Legal-Cheetah&uAppCtx=cheetah
http://prod.resource.cch.com/resource/scion/document/default/lld01b106246c7c811000b32e90b11c18c9020b?cfu=Legal&cpid=WKUS-Legal-Cheetah&uAppCtx=cheetah
http://prod.resource.cch.com/resource/scion/document/default/lld01b106246c7c811000b32e90b11c18c9020b?cfu=Legal&cpid=WKUS-Legal-Cheetah&uAppCtx=cheetah
http://business.cch.com/plsd/YelchinvFCA-US-Complaint.pdf
http://business.cch.com/plsd/YelchinvFCA-US-Complaint.pdf

