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Introduction 
 
IPO Vital Signs is a unique web-based system for helping IPO professionals in 
the four key aspects of the IPO process:   

 marketing IPO services 
 advising IPO clients 
 negotiating the IPO deal 
 drafting the IPO prospectus.   

 
IPO Vital Signs are tables of data collected from over 2000 IPOs.  They provide 
answers to research questions concerning the IPO process and the professionals 
involved. IPO Vital Signs is a workflow and production tool – it is not an SEC 
search site. 
 
This guide is intended for use in a training session conducted by a CCH 
professional trainer who will lead you through the training session.  It will also 
serve as a helpful reference once the training has been completed.  This training 
session will include research scenarios that are relevant to the user and include 
viewing several of the IPO Vital Signs in the database.  
 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this training session, you will be able to: 
 

 Describe the content of the IPO Vital Signs database 
 

 Navigate through the research sections to find the desired IPO Vital Sign. 
 

 Change the date range and re-sort an IPO Vital Sign. 
 

 Find IPO Issuer Profiles.    
 

 Compare selected prospectuses. 
 

 Print and export IPO Vital Signs.   
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IPO Vital Signs Login 
 
 

1.  To log into the IPO Vital Signs site, go to  
 

http://www.ipovitalsigns.com  
 
 

 
 
 
 

2.  Enter Username and Password.   
 
 
Content 
 

 2600+ IPOs since 1998.  Statistics are taken from four documents: the 
initial S-1 registration statement, the initial pricing amendment, the final 
amendment and the final 424 filing.  
 

 192 IPO Vital Signs include summary tables (Definitive Overviews) and 
detail tables for comparison of data elements. 
 

 
 

IPO Activity 
Graph.  

“What is an IPO Vital 
Sign?” provides an 
explanation of a Vital 
Sign.   

Login with 
assigned ID 
and Password.  

Four applications for 
IPO Vital Signs.  
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Search IPO Vital Signs  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Research Sections:  Under each of the four major research sections, there 

are subsections which provide access to the IPO Vital Signs.   Move your 
cursor over the matching buttons on the menu bar to see the drop down 
menus that correspond to the subsections. 
 

 Quick Stats in the left panel provide quick access to Definitive Overviews 
(summary tables).  
 

 To return to this Search IPO Vital Signs page from anywhere in the 
database, click the first button on the blue menu bar, Search IPO Vital Signs.  

 
 

 The last update to the database is reflected at the bottom of the page in red.  
 
 
 

Quick Stats - 
Summary 
Tables . 

4 research sections match 
the drop down menus of 
the button bar. 

Last update. 
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Using the “IPO Process for Law Firms” navigator 
 
1.  Click on IPO Process for Law Firms under the Advanced IPO Research 

Tools. 
 

 
 
2.  Open the menu item and locate the topic you wish to examine.  Menus and 

topics correspond to the various steps in the IPO process. 
 

 
 
3.  Click on a subtopic to see the list and description of Vital Signs on this 

issue.  There is a Category assigned to each Vital Sign – this indicates the 
type of Vital Sign, e.g., Definitive Overview is a summary table.  

 

 
 

4. Click the number or title to open the IPO Vital Sign.   
 

The IPO Vital Signs are listed 
by subtopic.  

Links 
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Examining an IPO Vital Sign 
 
Key elements of an IPO Vital Sign: 
 

 Results tab displays data.  Navigate to the right to see all the headings. 

 Related Vital Signs tab provides a list of other related Vital Signs. 

 Definitions tab provides clarity and meaning to the headings of the table. 

 For the period:  Date ranges can be narrowed or expanded as needed.   

 Ranked by: Results can be ranked by up to 3 factors for greater control 

 Drill down link:  to see the detail Vital Sign. 

 
 
 Detail of Issuers: 
 

 
 Change sort by clicking column heading.  

Number and Title and 
Category.  

3 tabs of information. 

Customize date range and sorting.  

Drill down to 
see detail.  

Link to Issuer Profile 
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Viewing the Company Profile 
 

 For completed IPOs, 250+ key data points are organized into 4 sections 
in the Profile:  Issuer Information, Offer Information, Team Members, and 
Prospectus Items.  The sections appear at the top of the Profile and are 
active links within the Profile window.  You can also scroll down to these 
sections. There are 2600+ IPO issuers since 1/1/98 included in the Issuer 
Profiles. 

 
 

 
 

 The Prospectus Table of Contents has links to important parts of the 
Prospectus.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Link to the 
Issuer’s 
filings.   

A. IPO Issuer 
Information section.  

Links to the 
four sections 
to the Profile.  
 

Link to a specific 
section of the 
prospectus.  
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Comparing Prospectus Sections 
 
 Select the Issuers and click Compare.  The Issuers’ prospectus sections 

will open in a separate window. 
 

 
 

 
 
 You can use the MS Internet Explorer function Ctrl F (Find) to search for 

specific terms and thus compare language.  
 

 Use the Copy button to copy the entire text in a window for pasting text-only 
elsewhere.   
 

 Use Print to print the window. 

1.  Check boxes. 
 
2.  Click Compare.  
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Print & Export 
 
 
Print: 
 
 Use the Printer-Friendly button  

to format the IPO Vital Sign into a printable 8 ½ x 11 document without the 
hypertext graphics or hypertext link indicators. 
 

 Use the Print button  
to print the IPO Vital Sign.  For wide reports, be sure to change the orientation 
to Landscape.  

 
 
 
Export: 
 
 You can export the data in an IPO Vital Sign to MS Excel using the Export 

button . 
 

 Your computer may be set up to open the file within the web site window.  If it 
does and you want to change it so that Excel opens and the XLS document 
appears in the Excel window, follow these steps: 
 
 Open My Computer– there should be a computer icon on your desktop. 
 Click on Tools>Folder Options 

  

 
 

 Click the File Types tab.  Scroll down to find XLS and click once on it to 
highlight it.  Click Advanced, click Open, and uncheck “Browse in same 
window.” 

 
Note: If these steps do not work on your computer, please call the Support.  
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Quick Stats 
 
 50 Quick Stats will quickly take you to the applicable Definitive Overview.   
 

 
 
 The Quick Stats include Definitive Overviews for deal parameters and deal 

specific information, e.g., offer amount, dilution, pricing, and deal terms like 
lock-up agreements, etc.   
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Other Advanced IPO Research Tools 
 

 
 
 
 IPO Prospectus Writer: An effective and efficient guide in drafting various 

sections of the IPO prospectus by providing examples of relevant disclosure 
text which have appeared in over 1100 IPO final prospectuses filed with the 
SEC since 1/1/03.   You can use the Compare feature to compare IPO 
Prospectus Disclosures by section and search for specific language. 

 
 

 
 

You can use the Prospectus Writer to help build the Table of Contents.  

 
Quickly determine what sections to include in your IPO prospectus. Review a 
list of standard sections, their frequency and variations, and then study a list 
of over 140 non-standard sections and the issuers who used them.  
 

Click the drop down menu tree to 
see list of Vital Signs.   
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 IPO Prospectus Due Diligenge Data Finder   This tool is designed as an 

IPO Vital Sign locator to help find the IPO Vital Sign related to a specific 
section of the Prospectus.  All of the 192 IPO Vital Signs are accessible 
through the Data Finder menus.  
 

 
 

 Locate IPO Issuer Profiles is another IPO Vital Sign locator tool.  You can 
search by company name and retrieve the Issuer’s Profile.  Simply type the 
Issuer’s name and click Search. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Find Comparable IPOs contains 80 IPO Vital Signs which include 

information on issuers, fees, and syndicate team members.  Many of these 
IPO Vital Signs have the prospectus disclosure Compare feature. You can 
look for a comparable IPO Issuer to a client by Sector, by SIC Code, etc.  Use 
this tool if you wanted to find comparable IPOs to your client.   
 

 

Type the name, search, 
then click the link.  
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 League Tables 
 
The IPO Vital Signs database contains 38 IPO League Tables in 5 sub-
categories. IPO League Tables help pre-IPO companies and their advisors select 
their IPO teams and assist IPO Professionals market and sell their IPO services.   
 

 
 

 Use the IPO Vital Signs’ League Tables research section to: 
o Review your firm’s standings 
o Evaluate your firms IPO and industry sector experience 
o Evaluate your competitors by office location 
o Analyze inter-disciplinary relationships  

 
 Select a sub-section to see the League Tables. 
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Navigational Tools 
 
There are several Navigational Tools that can help you find the IPO Vital Sign 
you’re looking for.   
 

 
 
 There is a Full List of all the IPO Vital Signs in numeric order.  The Category 

of the IPO Vital Sign is indicated to the right of the title.   Click on Category in 
the heading to see an explanation of the seven Categories of IPO Vital Signs.  
 
 

 Use an index of Keywords to take you to the pertinent Vital Signs.  

 
 

 
 

 My Recent IPO Vital Signs provides a record of the last ten IPO Vital Signs 
viewed.  
 
 

 You can go directly to an IPO Vital Sign if you know the number.  This entry 
field is located at the bottom of the Search IPO Vital Sign start screen and on 
the right side of the blue menu bar.  Type the IPO Vital Sign number and 
press the Enter key on your keyboard to go directly to a specific IPO Vital 
Sign. 
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IPO Market News & Article Archives 
 
The IPO Market News & Article Archives keeps IPO professionals and 
executives of pre-IPO companies on top of who has gone public, filed, and 
withdrawn from registration.   
 

 
 
 The Aftermarket Results subsection contains five tables of information. This 

information goes back to 1/1/2003.  You can see how an Issuer’s stock has 
faired since its Initial Public Offering.  

 
 IPO Queue, IPO Filings, IPO Offerings and IPO Withdrawals are individual 

tables.   
 

 IPO Week in Review Archives summarizes the latest week’s IPO activity 
and includes the archives of the IPO monthly articles.  
 

 

 
 

Archive of 
Articles.  

The article you 
choose from 
the Archives 
list. 

Latest week’s 
IPO activity. 
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Support 
 
 Contact CCH Legal Professional Group Customer Service: 

Phone:  1-800-955-5219  (Mon – Fri; 9am – 8pm Eastern Standard Time) 
 

 
 
 
 Print a quick reference What is an IPO Vital Sign? 

This link is located on the Search IPO Vital Signs start screen.  
  

  
 


