
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
April 30, 2020 
 
Experts Cite 5G Role in Economic Recovery 
 
Experts today emphasized the need for companies to continue to deploy 5G services despite the 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, saying that such offerings will be a key ingredient in 
countries’ economic recovery once the crisis is over. 
 
“It’s clear that 5G will play a very important role in economic recovery,” Andreas Geiss, head of the unit 
for spectrum management at the European Commission, said during a Forum Europe online event today 
titled, “Spectrum, Connectivity and Covid-19.” “Delay in 5G roll-out actually harms economic recovery.” 
 
He said the EC Council has a road map for recovery from the pandemic that includes investing in digital 
technologies and capacities. He stressed the importance for governments approving funding to help 5G 
deployment and move ahead with auctions. 
 
Mr. Geiss said the Connecting Europe Broadband Fund has already raised 420 million Euros for 20 to 25 
projects and said officials will seek to extend the fund. 
 
He also said that the EC sees no need to change 2020 deadlines for holding 700 megahertz, 3.6 
gigahertz, and 26 GHz band auctions, although he said he realizes that some countries may seek delays. 
But he stressed, “We don’t think there should be unnecessary delay.” 
 
Regulators in Spain, France, Austria, Poland, and Portugal have postponed auctions, while those in 
Finland and Hungary have moved ahead with sales. 
 
Mr. Geiss also said he hopes countries take actions to help spur the awarding and build-out of spectrum, 
including by establishing low auction reserve prices, deciding not to reserve spectrum for military use in 
“pioneer” bands, allowing bidders to make installment payments, and reinvesting auction proceeds into 
broadband deployment. He also said that if there is not much interest in the 26 GHz band, there is not a 
need to auction it to award licenses. 
 
Philip Marnick, head-spectrum for the United Kingdom’s Office of Communications (Ofcom), said some 
5G spectrum might be deployed “slightly slower” due to the pandemic. He also said that some 
frequencies may be used in a “slightly different” way, focusing more on in-building coverage due to 
what may be a trend of people working from home. 
 
He also said that while European countries have deployed 5G services, there have been delays as a 
result of towers that have been set on fire by people who think 5G technology is responsible for  
coronavirus. 



 
Maarit Palovirta, director-regulatory affairs for the European Telecommunications Network Operators’ 
Association (ETNO), said the crisis has highlighted the importance of the telecom sector and digital 
communications, adding that European networks “by and large remained stable during the crisis.” 
 
She said her members are committed to continue deploying 5G services during the pandemic “to the 
extent possible,” but she cited factors that are beyond the control of industry, such as equipment 
availability. Regulators, she said, should promote the digitalization of private organizations and the 
public sector and should encourage network sharing to reduce costs. 
 
Mohammad Shahbaz, chief network officer for Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd., also highlighted the 
importance of ICT infrastructure during the pandemic, including for telemedicine, teleworking, and 
remote learning. 
 
He urged government officials to support access policies, site acquisition, and network upgrades and 
help “eliminate prejudices” against emerging technologies. Officials also should lower taxes on ICT 
infrastructure during the pandemic, he said. 
 
Mark Colville, a principal at Analysys Mason and moderator of today’s session, noted that his company 
estimates that operator telecom revenues are likely to decline this year by 3.4% due to the pandemic 
before rebounding next year with a growth of 0.8%. The firm expects mobile sector revenues to drop 
4.4% this year, he said.- Paul Kirby, paul.kirby@wolterskluwer.com 
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