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The Department of Justice provided the following update on the Antitrust Division’s
collaboration with state Attorneys General regarding investigations of mergers with
predominantly intrastate effects. 

“Principles of federalism guide that the Justice Department use its resources to investigate
mergers with regional or national implications. However, the Department will sometimes
exercise its discretion to investigate local transactions, including when there is an antitrust
issue of national significance,” said Associate Attorney General Stanley E. Woodward, Jr.
“When it comes to mergers of national importance, the Department will generally form its
own views of the appropriate resolution of an investigation, although it may partner with
state enforcers who offer to contribute distinctively to the investigation.”

“In our federal system, federal and state law enforcers have different constituencies and
distinct competencies. A constructive relationship between antitrust enforcers at both levels
includes deferring to the agency of relative competence in matters that impact distinctly
federal or local interests,” said Deputy Assistant Attorney General G. Charles Beller of the
Justice Department’s Antitrust Division. “The Antitrust Division welcomes leadership from
state enforcers in transactions that implicate uniquely local interests, such as when the state
is a purchaser that could suffer direct injury or when potential effects on competition are
limited to a single state.”

Since January 2026, the Antitrust Division’s merger review program has:
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[1] Press Release (May 21, 2026), Justice Department Requires Taiheiyo Cement Corporation
and CalPortland Company to Divest Assets to Proceed with Acquisition of Ready-Mix
Concrete Assets from Vulcan Materials Company, www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-
department-requires-taiheiyo-cement-corporation-and-calportland-company-divest; Press
Release (Aug. 7, 2026), Justice Department Partners with Tennessee Attorney General to
Preserve Competition for Asphalt in Western Tennessee, www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-
department-partners-tennessee-attorney-general-preserve-competition-asphalt-western.

[2] Closing Statement (October 29, 2026), Antitrust Division Announces Successful Referrals
in Two Local Asphalt Merger Investigations to State Attorneys General,
www.justice.gov/opa/pr/antitrust-division-announces-successful-referrals-two-local-
asphalt-merger-investigations

Updated October 29, 2026

Topic

ANTITRUST

Components

Antitrust Division Office of the Associate Attorney General

Press Release Number: 26-1282

Partnered with the Attorneys General of California and Tennessee to enter into consent
decrees with merging parties in cement and asphalt industries to resolve potential
harm to competition in regions within their states.[1]

•

Referred investigations involving asphalt markets in New York, Pennsylvania, and New
Jersey to those states’ Attorneys General, who subsequently reached settlements with
the parties addressing their competition concerns in local markets.[2]

•

Jointly investigated both local and multistate mergers with state Attorneys General
when those mergers present issues justifying both federal and state involvement.

•
Consulted and worked closely with state Attorneys General in other merger
investigations involving local matters.

•
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PRESS RELEASE

Antitrust Division Announces Successful Referrals in Two Local
Asphalt Merger Investigations to State Attorneys General

The Justice Department’s Antitrust Division provided the following statement on the closing
of its investigations into two transactions that presented competition issues in local asphalt
markets: (1) the acquisition of Suit-Kote...

October 29, 2026

PRESS RELEASE

Former Army Official Pleads Guilty to Conspiracy, Bribery, and Major
Fraud Related to Hawaii Defense Contracts

A former civilian U.S. Army official pleaded guilty today to participating in a bribery and
major fraud scheme that corrupted the competitive process for a U.S. Army technology
innovation lab...

October 28, 2026

PRESS RELEASE

Contractor Pleads Guilty to Paying Kickbacks Related to U.S. Postal
Service Facilities Repair Contracts

A contractor pleaded guilty to conspiring to commit an offense against the United States
by paying over $465,000 in kickbacks.

October 27, 2026
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