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A King County Superior Court judge issued a final order requiring KalshiEX (Kalshi) to cease many of its Washington operations after finding that Kalshi likely violated the
Washington Gambling Act and the Consumer Protection Act by running an illegal gambling operation in Washington.

The order requires Kalshi to stop offering, accepting, or facilitating wagers on sports, elections, politics, entertainment, culture, tech and science, or mentions in Washington.
Kalshi must implement an IP address and residency based geofence by August 19 and a multi-source geofencing solution by September 2. This does not include all the wagers
offered on Kalshi, but it includes a substantial part of their business, which in recent years has been increasingly driven by sports wagers. 

“Kalshi has gotten rich promoting wagers on sports, elections, natural disasters, events related to the Iran War, and more. Under this order, Kalshi is banned from offering
wagers on most of those topics in Washington,” said Attorney General Nick Brown. “As this case moves forward, we will continue to enforce Washington law and hold Kalshi
accountable for misleading consumers.”

The order is part of a preliminary injunction the court granted in July 2026 (https://www.atg.wa.gov/news/news-releases/judge-finds-kalshi-s-online-gambling-likely-violates-
state-law) where the judge found that Kalshi was likely violating the law and that “substantial injury to Washington consumers” was likely to occur without an injunction to stop
Kalshi’s activities. Kalshi asked the Washington Court of Appeals to stay this injunction, but the court denied their request.

The definition of gambling under Washington law is “staking or risking something of value upon the outcome of a contest of chance or a future contingent event,” and Kalshi’s
activities fall squarely within that definition. Each Kalshi bet risks money, relies in part on chance, and promises a payout to winners. Kalshi’s website and app show consumers
a range of events that they can bet on and the odds for those various events, which dictate how much the bettor will be paid out if the event occurs. This is exactly how
sportsbooks and other gambling operations function.

Kalshi is also banned from advertising to Washington consumers about the wagers covered by this injunction like sports and elections. The court ruled that “Kalshi’s provision,
marketing, and advertising of illegal gambling activities constitute unfair and/or deceptive acts or practices.” Kalshi has previously advertised (https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.us-
west-2.amazonaws.com/Consumer%20Protection/20260327-KalshiExLLC-Complaint.pdf?VersionId=oBttwfrfw2wgbxuTB3DaBz141QIqXrjk) that they allow consumers to “bet
on anything” by simply calling their service trading on a “prediction market” rather than “gambling.” In one Kalshi advertisement, one person texts another that they “found a
way to bet on the NFL even though we live in Washington,” which seems to acknowledge that Kalshi knows that they are attempting to skirt state law. The AG’s office argued
that this is a deceptive practice, because Kalshi is implying that its service is legal when it is not. 

The Court also banned Kalshi from offering bets on “mentions,” where users can bet on whether a public figure will say particular words. In addition to violating Washington's
gambling laws, this type of betting is rife with potential for cheating by people close to the source. Such bets are particularly unfair to consumers. 

From the beginning, when Washington became a state in 1889, its constitution prohibited gambling on state lands, and the state continues to carefully regulate gambling
activities to protect and safeguard the public to this day. In 2006, the Legislature amended the 1973 Gambling Act to make it clear that internet gambling is prohibited under
Washington law. The AG’s office will continue to enforce that law.

Read the order. (https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Consumer%20Protection/64_OrdGrantAmendMtnPI.pdf?
VersionId=a9FvcaBwWpQETWxbKUdHL1jqjTOD6XAi) 

If you or someone you know is suffering from gambling addiction or gaming disorder, please contact the Washington State Problem Gambling Helpline at 1-800-547-6133.
Other resources can also be accessed here (https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-need-behavioral-health-support/problem-gambling).

Consumers wanting to file a complaint with the Consumer Protection Division should call 1-800-551-4636 or 1-800-833-6384 for the hearing impaired or visit the AG web site
at https://www.atg.wa.gov/file-complaint (https://www.atg.wa.gov/file-complaint).
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Washington’s Attorney General serves the people and the state of Washington. As the state’s largest law firm, the Attorney General’s Office provides legal representation to
every state agency, board, and commission in Washington. Additionally, the Office serves the people directly by enforcing consumer protection, civil rights, and environmental
protection laws. The Office also prosecutes elder abuse, Medicaid fraud, and handles sexually violent predator cases in 38 of Washington’s 39 counties. Visit www.atg.wa.gov
(https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atg.wa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cbrionna.aho%40atg.wa.gov%7Cca1de901495e4dbe44e808d938325a7e%7C2cc5baaf3b9742c9bcb8392cad34af3f%7C
learn more.

Media Contact:

Email: press@atg.wa.gov (mailto:press@atg.wa.gov)

Phone: (360) 753-2727

General contacts: Click here (https://www.atg.wa.gov/contactus.aspx)

Media Resource Guide & Attorney General’s Office FAQ (https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/AGOMediaResourceGuide.pdf)
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